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his lifetime in his family, his church
and in public service, and perhaps the
greatest national impact of that public
service, as my colleagues have pointed
out from Maryland and New York, was
his time as the chairman of the Board
of Governors of the Postal Service. He
served as vice chairman for 3 years. He
served as chairman after that during
his remaining time on the Board.

He was dedicated to the Postal Serv-
ice, and certainly to name a facility in
the city, the city of Springfield, where
he ran his business, where he was so in-
volved in civic and church affairs,
where he and his wife raised their 5
children, is, I think, an appropriate
tribute to his service to community,
and particularly to his service to the
Postal Service.

I want to really join the gentleman
from New York [Mr. MCHUGH] and the
gentleman from Maryland [Mr.
CUMMINGS] in encouraging that the
House move for the passage of this res-
olution, and as this facility is officially
opened, it will be officially opened with
the name of John N. Griesemer as the
name of the facility, Mr. Speaker.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New York for yielding me the time.

John Griesemer was born in Mt. Vernon,
MO and grew up on a dairy farm near Billings.
He graduated from Billings High School in
1948 and he earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Civil Engineering from the University
of Missouri, Columbia in 1953. He served as
a First Lieutenant, Engineering Officer in the
U.S. Air Force from 1954 until 1956.

After his discharge from the Air Force, John
returned to southwest Missouri to work for his
family’s business, Griesemer Stone Co. He
served there as president and as a director
until his death in 1993.

In defiance of conventional wisdom, John
Griesemer balanced a successful career with
family life and a dedication to community serv-
ice. He and his wife, Kathleen, raised five chil-
dren on a small farm just east of Springfield,
MO. John was active in his church, having
served as Chairman of the annual Diocesan
Development Fund Drive, member of the Fi-
nancial Advisory Committee and co-trustee of
the Heer-Andres Trust of the Catholic diocese
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau, MO. He also
served as Co-Chairman of the Margin for Ex-
cellence fund drive to establish an endowment
and build a new Catholic High School in
Springfield. John was an Eagle Scout, a Scout
Master and, in later years, served on the
Board of the Ozarks Council of the Boy
Scouts of America. He was also involved with
the Junior Achievement Program.

In addition to his work with Griesemer Stone
Co., John founded Joplin Stone Co. and Mis-
souri Commercial Transportation Co., and
served as president of Springfield Ready Mix
Co. He was a director of Boatmen’s National
Bank and, in 1991 was president of the
Springfield Development Council, a non-profit
subsidiary corporation of the Springfield
Chamber of Commerce.

John Griesemer passed away in 1993, sur-
vived by his wife and five children. His legacy
is one of service to God, his country and to
his fellowman through dedication to family,
business and community.

Again I would like to thank Mr. MCHUGH and
I would ask all of my colleagues to join in hon-

oring John N. Griesemer by naming this new
facility in the city, where he spent his life and
spent it wisely, after him.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York [Mr.
MCHUGH] that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1254, as
amended.

The question was taken.
Mr. CONDIT. Mr. Speaker, I object to

the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 5, rule I, and the Chair’s
prior announcement, further proceed-
ings on this motion will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1254.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

COMMENDING AMERICAN AIRMEN
HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS AT
BUCHENWALD

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 95) rec-
ognizing and commending American
airmen held as political prisoners at
the Buchenwald concentration camp
during World War II for their service,
bravery, and fortitude.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 95

Whereas 168 Allied airmen captured by
Axis forces during World War II were held as
political prisoners at the Buchenwald con-
centration camp in Weimar, Germany;

Whereas of these captured airmen, 82 were
Americans, 26 were Canadians, 48 were Brit-
ons, 9 were Australians, 2 were New Zealand-
ers, and 1 was Jamaican;

Whereas the facts and circumstances of
their confinement are amply documented in
the official records maintained by the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration;

Whereas a report from the International
Red Cross concerning Stalag Luft III in
Sagan, Germany, mentioned six American
airmen held at Buchenwald, including one
whose name does not appear on the lists
maintained by the National Archives;

Whereas since the liberation of Buchen-
wald in 1945 numerous personal memoirs,
scholarly books, and articles have been pub-
lished describing the conditions at the con-
centration camp;

Whereas this extensive documentation
records the extraordinarily inhuman treat-
ment, deprivations, and personal suffering
inflicted on these 168 Allied airmen and
other inmates at Buchenwald; and

Whereas Allied Governments and veterans
organizations outside the United States have
granted special recognition to their citizens

and servicemembers who were here as politi-
cal prisoners in World War II concentration
camps: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes and commends the 82 Amer-
ican airmen held as political prisoners at the
Buchenwald concentration camp during
World War II for their faithful service, per-
sonal bravery, and exceptional fortitude; and

(2) requests that the President issue a
proclamation recognizing and commending,
by name, the service, bravery, and fortitude
of those airman.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida [Mr. MICA] and the gentleman
from Maryland [Mr. CUMMINGS] each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida [Mr. MICA].

b 1230

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today the House has an
opportunity to recognize the valor and
sacrifices of 82 Americans who have
earned the gratitude of our Nation. We
often speak in this House of the debt
that our Nation owes to the many men
and women who have served our Armed
Forces in defense of this country and
its values.

The story of these 82 American air-
men forcefully reminds us of the price
that others have had to pay to preserve
our freedom. These men were held as
political prisoners at the notorious Bu-
chenwald concentration camp.

Unlike other American prisoners of
war, they were not entitled to the pro-
tections of the Geneva Convention. The
unspeakable horrors of Buchenwald are
well-known, but the ordeal of these
men and what they experienced is not
known.

For 52 years, this Government has
not formally recognized the bravery
and loyalty of these 82 airmen. This
resolution, which is sponsored by my
distinguished colleague and good
friend, the gentleman from Florida
[Mr. WELDON] and also has the support
of the gentleman from Florida [Mr.
DEUTSCH], my equally good friend and
colleague, will provide public recogni-
tion that these men have earned, and it
is so long overdue.

But the resolution will do more than
that, Mr. Speaker. It will also educate
Members of Congress and preserve for
the American people the story, the his-
tory, and the bravery of these 82 heroic
individuals.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on June 10, 1997, Rep-
resentatives WELDON and DEUTSCH in-
troduced bipartisan legislation, House
Concurrent Resolution 95, to officially
honor the only U.S. servicemen to be
held prisoner in a concentration camp.

I am delighted that the chairman of
the Subcommittee on Civil Service
[Mr. MICA] and I have been able to
quickly bring this bill to the floor for
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